Organization profiles

lekoteke.

Z100 Ridge Avenue, Evan sion, IL, 60201, (347) 326-0001 {woice)
1-800-366 FLAY (iy resource helpline), v lekotekorg

The MNational Lakotek Center uses inte mctive play experie nees, and the learning thatresulls, o promote the
mclusion of children with special needs into family and community hife . Developed in Sweden in the 1960,
the firct fmencan Lekotek was established in Branston, Illinods, in 1980, Branston remains the nonprofit
orgamization’s headquarters and i the administrative and taining center for the nationwride nebwork of 43
Lekotel: centers in 11 sfates.

Ferring children with a mnge of dizabilihes, Lekotelk's primary serncesare play sescions and toj-lendmng
librariez for children birth to eig ht years old. Families, including sblings, parbicipate in I'I:'ll:iﬂﬂllj." pla:,.r 28 TEi0n T
i wihich traimed leaders use specially adaypted and off-the-chelf toys to ensure the play experence is accessi-
ble for the entre family Famibies check out toys from an exthensime toy-lending libmary for use at home.

Many Lekoteks also hawe Compuplay progmms, which wse computers and adapted equipment to help &mi-
Lies learn through play while using technology to build chills for a more independent future. Flay croupe,
home wisite, parent support growps, educational zerminars and tainings and in-seomce s for pofessonals are
mepresentative of the programs that round out Lekotelk's conbinuum of serwce s,

Lekotek i a pioneer in its feld, with a wide mnge of accomplishments and “firste” It has receiwved numerous
awmards, including the Freedom Foundation fasmard as the country's most innowatve sermoe o children anda
special commendahon from the Loz Angeles Commission on Disabalihes.
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ANIXTER LENTER

6610 Mo rth Clark Street, Chicago, IL, 60626, (773) 973-7900 (soice). (773) 973-7180 (T TY), vweeanbciero1g

The mizzion of the Laster and Fosalie Anixter Center is o assist people with disabilities to live and work
surcessfully in the community Etabliched in 17159 Anixder Center iz a leading provider of high-quality
vorahonal, residental and educational ophonsz, substance abuse prevention and treatment and health cam.
Aniter Center annually seomes more than 4,000 people throwghout greater Chicago.

Peoent highlichts and innovations include

* In 1999, Caza Contreras, an apartmentbuilding for individuale and families in the Iatino community affect
ed by HIV/ AIDG, opened its doors.

* In 2000, esghtmedically fmgile children mowved into Eranston Home . A< the residents turn 21, they @mn
decide to conbinue to lve at the home as itwill conwvert into a Cormmunity Integmated Living Armnre ment.
forondale Home, a second residence for medically fragile children, opened in 2002

* In 2000, ACT { the Adult Community Tansthon Pogam)began opeation. [t is a collabomtive project of
the Farent Advizory Group, Morth Sabutban Jpecial Edumtion District, Anider Center and Community

Alte rnatives Tlimited o tansibion students from special education into independent life in the community.

Aniter Center has recedved a vanety of awards, including the Linooln Park Chamber of Commerce 2002
Community Contribubor fosmrd, the United Way of Amenca’s Excellence in Seonce Quality Sosmard, the
Beatrice Foundation fasard of Eeellence for Cutstanding Schievementin Monprofit Manage ment and the
Maomi WWilliams Connelly faward for Cutstanding Seosce to the Dewelopmentally Disabled.




