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[image: image2.jpg]SPRINGFIELD...In December, Memorial
Health System (MHS) was awarded a 2005 Lincoln
Silver Award for Progress Towards Excellence from
the Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence.
Mental Health Centers of Central Illinois (MHCCI)
is an affiliate provider of MHS and was included in the
award.

In early October, the Sangam-
on-Menard Mental Health Center,
one of seven sites of the MHCCI,
hosted examiners from the Lin-
coln Foundation. As an affiliate of
Memorial Health System the quality
of care MHCCI provides its clients
was carefully scrutinized during the
survey for MHS’ application for a
2005 Lincoln Gold Award for Per-
formance Excellence. The examin-
ers devoted more than 500 hours
completing site visits and studying
the health system’s 2005 Lincoln
Award application. The team visited
seven sites; met with 33 groups and

talked with 670
individuals.

Memo-
rial Health
System and six
other hospitals
and healthcare
providers were
among the 14
organizations
selected to
receive a 2005
Lincoln Award
from the Lin-
coln Founda-
tion for Perfor-
mance Excel-
lence. Nine
silver awards
for progress
towards excel-
lence and five
bronze awards for commitment to excellence were pre-
sented in Naperville on December 8. No gold awards
were earned in 2005.

Brian Allen, MHCCI's president, said “The
Lincoln Silver only reinforces what I know to be a
fact — the MHCCI staff is committed to quality, which
along with the entire Memorial Health System team is
something we can all be proud of.”

Brian Allen
President of MHCCI

Around The State

organization in Chicago with the
mission of assisting people with
disabilities to live and work suc-
cessfully in the community.

Adds Nielander, “A key point
is that many toys will work well
for kids with disabilities; parents
and other toy shoppers simply
need to think about a toy’s features and adaptability.”
For example, consider a card-matching game that relies
on memory and concentration skills. The game may
work very well for a child with a developmental disabil-
ity as long as it is played with a smaller portion of the
full set of cards — so that the user can opt to play with,
perhaps, five matching card sets instead of 20 sets.

In addition to an AblePlay rating, every toy on
www.ableplay.org has a comprehensive product review
that explains important product features and offers cre-
ative and adaptive ideas for play. The rated toys include
those for children with every kind of disability — cog-
nitive, communicative, physical and sensory. Ratings
are awarded on a scale of zero to five stars, with the
number of stars representing the depth of accessibility,
appropriateness and overall use of a particular item.
Initially, information about 75-100 toys and learning
products will be posted via the AblePlay Rating System,
and that number will continually increase.

In creating the AblePlay Rating System, Lekotek
toy and play experts put each toy or learning product
through a rigorous evaluation process before calculat-
ing a rating and posting it on the AblePlay web site.

Lekotek has long enjoyed a reputation as an
authority on toys and play for children with disabili-
ties, who number 6.2 million in the United States, or
15.2 percent of the population of children. For general
guidelines on how to select a toy for a child with a dis-
ability, visit http:/www.lekotek.org/resources/informationon-

toys/tentips.html.
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